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4 MEXI CAN CARTEL CPERATI VES PLEAD GU LTY IN FEDERAL QOURT
TO MULTI - TON GOCAI NE | MPCRTATI ON AND FI REARVE CFFENSES

JAMES B. COVEY, the United States Attorney for the
Sout hern District of New York, announced today that four nenbers
of a Mexico-based drug cartel, JORGE MANUEL TORRES TEYER, VICTOR
MANUEL ADAN CARRASCO, OSCAR MORENO AGUI RRE and LI STON M:CORD
pled guilty late yesterday in Manhattan federal court to charges
i ncludi ng narcotics inportation conspiracy and using firearnms in
furtherance of drug trafficking crines.

TORRES TEYER, CARRASCO and MORENO AGUI RRE were arrested
in Belize during Hurricane Iris in Cctober 2001. The defendants
were in possession of nore than one and one-half tons of cocaine
destined for Mexico, and ultimately the United States. They are
charged with having worked for a powerful Mexico-based cocai ne
cartel headed by drug kingpins Alcides Ranon Magana, a/k/a “E
Metro,” and Jesus Al bino Quintero Meraz, a/k/a “Don Beto.” The
cartel is charged with inporting hundreds of tons of cocaine into

the United States between 1994 and 2002. Ranon Magana and



Quintero Meraz were arrested in Mexico in 2001 and 2002,
respectively, and are in custody there pendi ng proceedings to
extradite themto the United States. They are also facing
charges in Mexico.

TORRES TEYER pled guilty on May 27, 2003, to charges of
conspiracy to inport and distribute cocaine, and firearns
possession. On June 9, 2003, the date scheduled for their trial,
CARRASCO and MORENO AGUI RRE pled guilty to charges of conspiracy
to inport and distribute cocaine. MORENO AGU RRE al so pl ed
guilty to a related firearnms count. During the plea proceeding,
CARRASCO asserted that his true nane was “Jesus El ner
Cabarrubi as,” but that he had used the nane VI CTOR MANUEL ADAN
CARRASCO whil e in Belize.

LI STON McCORD, the fourth defendant, was a Belizean
government official who provided | ogistical support to the
cartel, and assisted in the transportation of ton-quantities of
cocai ne through Belize to Mexico, en route to the United States.
McCord entered his plea of guilty to narcotics inportation
charges on May 23, 2003.

The cartel’s operations in Belize involved transfers,
at pre-arranged coordi nates on the high seas, between vessels
under the cartel’s control and cocaine-|laden vessels from
Col ombi a. After the exchange, the cartel’s vessels proceeded to

Belize and to Calderitas, in the state of Quintana Roo, Mexico,



where the cocaine was received and then transported by land to
the United States.

Al'l four defendants face maxi num sentences of life
i mprisonnment, and nmandatory m ni mum sentences of 10 years’

i nprisonnment, on the narcotics charges. TORRES TEYER and MORENO
AGUI RRE, who also pled guilty to firearns charges, face

addi ti onal mandatory m ni num sentences of 5 years’ inprisonnent,
whi ch nust be served consecutively with the sentences on the
narcotics charges.

The convictions are the result of a joint investigation
involving the United States Attorney's Ofice, offices of the
United States Drug Enforcenent Administration (“DEA’) in New
York, Mam , Phoenix, Mexico and Belize, the Belize Directorate
of Public Prosecutions, the Belize Police Departrment, and the
Mexi can Attorney General's Ofice.

M. COMEY praised the outstanding investigative efforts
of the DEA's New York Field Division and Belize Country Ofice,
as well as the Belize Police Departnment. M. Coney al so praised
t he assi stance provided to the investigation and prosecution by
Kirk Anderson, the Director of Public Prosecutions of Belize.

Assi stant United States Attorneys RI CHARD SULLI VAN and
ANl RUDH BANSAL are in charge of the prosecution.
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